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The Socio-economic Factors for Illegal Immigration among
Sudanese in Libya: Benghazi City as a Model

Abstract

The study aimed to examine the socio-economic factors contributing to Illegal
immigration among Sudanese nationals in Benghazi City, Libya. The study followed the
historical, descriptive, and analytical method. To achieve its objective, the study relied on
secondary data as well as primary data collected through direct field observations and a
questionnaire. A random sample of (100) migrants was selected, representing (8%) of the
total study population. The data was analyzed using the statistical package of social
sciences (SPSS). The most important findings of the study are as follows: (88.2%) of
Sudanese migrants do not wish to stay in the city of Benghazi; instead, they treat it as a
transit point to Europe. Undocumented Sudanese migrants face numerous risks;
approximately (52.9%) confirm they are subjected to financial extortion, human
trafficking, theft, looting, and killing. Additionally, about (47.1%) face harassment by the
Libyan authorities. Economic factors are the primary driver of illegal migration, as
confirmed by (70.6%) of migrants, while (52.9%) of them believe that social factors have
only a limited impact. Furthermore, (47.1%) confirm that political and security instability
are among the primary factors driving them toward illegal migration. In light of the
above-mentioned findings, the study recommends the following:  Suitable job
opportunities should be provided to absorb unemployment among youth and curb their
desire for illegal migration. Educational standards and vocational training should be
improved to qualify young people for the labor market and reduce the need for illegal
migration. Political and security stability should be achieved as a fundamental factor in
stopping forced displacement and limiting the political motives behind illegal migration.

Key words: Benghazi, socio-economic factors, Sudanese, illegal immigration
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