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abstract

This study examines the economic thought of Muhammad Bagir al-Sadr and Muhammad
Umar Chapra through a comparative approach that treats their works as two integrated
civilizational projects rather than isolated economic contributions. It is based on the
premise that the differences between the two thinkers extend beyond methods and policy
tools to the foundational intellectual premises that shape economic theory itself. Using an
analytical, synthetic, and comparative methodology, the study begins by exploring the
core concepts underpinning each project, particularly philosophy in al-Sadr’s thought and
the Islamic worldview in Chapra’s framework. It then analyzes their respective positions
on scarcity and the economic problem, human nature and economic behavior, the role of
the state and the market, justice and development, and the pathways from theory to
practice. The study shows that al-Sadr adopts a foundational philosophical approach that
redefines the economic problem Dby rejecting scarcity as its central premise and
emphasizing injustice and flawed distribution as its true core. In contrast, Chapra
employs an Islamic worldview to reframe scarcity within an ethical and maqasid-based
framework aimed at reforming modern economics from within through behavioral
discipline, institutional reform, and just public policies. The study concludes that despite
their different starting points and trajectories, both projects converge on a shared
civilization al goal: reconnecting economics with moral values and human dignity. It also
highlights the potential for intellectual and practical integration between al-Sadr’s
foundational depth and Chapra’s policy-oriented reformism in advancing contemporary
Islamic economic thought.

Keywords: Islamic economic thought; Muhammad Bagir al-Sadr; Muhammad Umar

Chapra; scarcity and the economic problem; role of the state; ethical values; economic
Jjustice; comparative analysis
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