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As-Sama' (Attested Linguistic Usage) according to Linguists of Basra and Kufa: A
Comparative, Descriptive and Analytical Study

Abstract

The study aimed to examine the concept of "al-sama'(attested linguistic usage)
introduced by the earliest grammatical schools—the schools of Basra and Kufa—and the
efforts exerted by their scholars to establish grammatical rules and stanardize Arabic
speech after its interaction with non-Arabs, as well as to draw a comparison between the
two schools. The significance of this study stems from the importance of dedication to
the Arabic language, as it is the language of the holy Quran, which every Muslim uses for
worship, thereby requiring its mastery. This mastery relies on the rules and principles of
grammar to address the weaknesses that affected the language after Arabs intermingled
with the inhabitants of the conquered lands during the era of the Rightly-guided Caliphs.
The study specifically focuses on 'al-sama’ and its role in formulating grammatical rules.
The study adopted the descriptive, analytical, and comparative method, illustrating the
arguments and evidence by examining, describing, and analyzing the case study, and by
comparing both schools. The study has concluded that scholars of the Basra school do not
accept the 'sama’ of city dwellers as a valid source, due to their mixing with non-Arabs
and the impact of urbanization on their speech. In contrast to the Basra school, scholars
of the Kufa school accept the 'sama’ of both desert Bedouins and city dwellers alike as
authoritative evidence. Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad Al-Farahidi played a leading role in
establishing the foundations of 'al-sama’. He laid down the laws and rules of grammar by
directly consulting the pure Bedouins, whose innate linguistic intuition and tongues
remained unspoiled. Thus, he is considered the pioneer of the 'sama’ ' concept. He also
played a pivotal role in promoting 'al-sama’ as a primary source for codifying
grammatical rules, as a result of the immense effort he exerted during his journeys into
the desert wilderness. The study recommends focusing on grammar as a foundational
science upon which other Arabic language sciences rely. It also emphasizes teaching
youngsters in the early school stages the proper pronunciation, correct spelling, and
accurate diacritical marking (‘dabt’) of Arabic words based on grammatical rules, in order
to prevent the prevalence of grammatical errors, particularly when reciting the holy
Qur'an.

Key words: al-sama’, linguists of Basra, linguists of Kufa, Arabic language, grammatical
schools.
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