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The Use of Modern Technologies in Sudanese Newspaper Design: A Case
Study of Al-Watan and Al-Jazeera Today Newspapers (2020-2023)

Abstract

This study aimed at identifying the extent to which Sudanese newspaper institutions have
benefited from modern technologies in newspaper design. It also investigated the factors
influencing newspaper design processes, the effectiveness of design software, the constraints
faced by newspaper designers, the degree of newspapers’ attention to typographic elements,
and the availability and utilization of modern design technologies and software within
newspaper production departments. The researchers employed the descriptive approach,
incorporating survey and content analysis, in addition to the comparative method. Data were
collected using questionnaires, interviews, and scientific observation. Statistical analysis was
conducted using the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS). The study produced
several significant findings: It revealed that Sudanese newspapers generally provide modern
technologies, digital equipment, and tools for their technical departments. However, newspaper
designers still tend to rely on a limited range of available technologies. The study also
confirmed the existence of managerial restrictions imposed on newspaper designers.
Furthermore, most respondents agreed that ready-made design software limits designers’ and
layout editors’ creativity and innovation, while offering a lower level of professional
specialization. The study recommends involving newspaper designers in formulating both
editorial and design policies, optimizing the use of typographic elements to achieve higher
production quality.
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